
Tectona grandis 
 

Common name: Teak, Sagwan  

Family: Lamiaceae  

Habit:  Tree 

Location:  Botanical Garden  

Distribution: Tectona grandis is native to south and southeast Asia, mainly Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and Sri Lanka, but is naturalised and cultivated in many countries in 

Africa and the Caribbean. 

 

Description:  

Teak is a large deciduous tree up to 40 m (131 ft) tall with grey to greyish-brown branches, known for its 

high-quality wood. Its leaves are ovate-elliptic to ovate, 15–45 cm long by 8–23 cm wide, and are held on 

robust petioles which are 2–4 cm (0.8–1.6 in) long. Leaf margins are entire. Fragrant white flowers are 

borne on 25–40 cm long by 30 cm wide panicles from June to August. The corolla tube is 2.5–3 mm long 

with 2 mm wide obtuse lobes. Tectona grandis sets fruit from September to December; fruits are globose 

and 1.2–1.8 cm in diameter. Flowers are weakly protandrous in that the anthers precede the stigma in 

maturity and pollen is shed within a few hours of the flower opening. The flowers are insect as well as 

wind pollinated.  

 

Uses: 

Teak's high oil content, high tensile strength and tight grain make it particularly suitable where weather 

resistance is desired. It is used in the manufacture of outdoor furniture and boat decks. It is also used for 

cutting boards, indoor flooring, countertops and as a veneer for indoor finishings. Teak is used extensively 

in India to make doors and window frames, furniture, and columns and beams in homes. It is resistant to 

termite attacks and damage caused by other insects. Teak is used as a food plant by the larvae of moths of 

the genus Endoclita.  

 

 

   
 

  


